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CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 1380 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, ELAB, BG 

SUB J : AGITATION OVER PAY SCALES 

REF: A) 77 DACCA 7480; B) DACCA 0528; C) DACCA 1315 (NOTAL) 

1 . THERE CONTINUES TO BE SPORADIC UNREST AMONG 

VARIOUS GOVERNMENT WORKERS AND THOSE WHOSE SALARIES ARE 
PAID (OR MAY IN FUTURE BE PAID) BY THE BDG. DESPITE 
A GOVERNMENT PROMISE (REF B) TO LOOK INTO IRREGULARITIES 
AND MAKE ADJUSTMENTS TO GOVERNMENT PAY SCALES ANNOUNCED 
LAST DECEMBER (REF A), SHORT SITDOWN STRIKES (CALLED 
"PEN" STRIKES) AND LABOR SLOWDOWNS HAVE OCCURRED. 

2. TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH WORKERS STAGED A BRIEF STRIKE 
MARCH 2ND (REF C), AND ON MARCH 4TH DOCTORS AND NURSES 

AT TWO LOCAL HOSPITALS REFUSED AS A PROTEST FOR ONE DAY TO 
TREAT OUTPATIENTS. IN THE PREVIOUS TWO WEEKS, MANY DOCTORS 
HAD ALSO REFUSED TO WORK BETWEEN 1 1 :()() A.M. AND 1 :()() P.M. 

SCIENCE STUDENTS AT DACCA UNIVERSITY ALSO JOINED THE 
PROTEST. THE STUDENTS, WHO ARE SCHEDULED TO SIT SOON 
FOR M.SC. EXAMS. DEMANDED THAT GOVERNMENT REMUNERATION FOR 
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SCIENCE POSTGRADUATES BE COMMENSURATE WITH THE PAY OF 
DOCTORS AND ENGINEERS, WHO WERE MOVED ONE RUNG HIGHER 
THAN SCIENCE POSTGRADUATES ON THE NEW PAY SCALES. THE 
SCIENCE STUDENTS RECEIVED SUFFICIENT SUPPORT FROM STUDENTS 
OF OTHER FACULTIES TO CLOSE THE UNIVERSITY MARCH 4. CERTAIN 
DEPARTMENTS REMAINED CLOSED ON MARCH 6; THERE HAVE BEEN 
NO REPORTS OF VIOLENCE. 
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3. COMMENT: THE UNREST CONTINUES TO GROW DESPITE PUBLIC 
ASSURANCES BY SEVERAL ADVISORS THAT ADJUSTMENTS WILL BE 
MADE. THE BRIEF STRIKES, WHICH ARE ILLEGAL (AS ARE ALL 
STRIKES UNDER THE 1975 LABOR LAW), INDICATE BOTH LOW MORALE 
AND GROWING IMPATIENCE IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE RANKS, WHICH 
COVER A BROAD RANGE OF WORKERS IN BANGLADESH. IF 
STRIKES BECOME MORE PROLONGED, IF THER IS GREATER 
COORDINATION OR IF THE POLITICAL PARTIES TAKE UP THE ISSUE, 
PRESIDENT ZIA COULD HAVE SERIOUS TROUBLE. AS IT IS, 

CORRECTING THE "ANOMALIES" IN THE ORIGINAL REPORT AND 
PLEASING THE DIVERSE GROUPS, WHICH ARE MORE CONCERNED WITH 
RELATIVE STANDING AMONG WORKERS OR SIMILAR CATEGORY THAN WITH 
ABOLUTE PAY LEVELS, WILL BE AN EXTREMELY DIFFICULT AND 
CHALLENGING TASK. 
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